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Crop congress to set agenda for agricultﬁral research

The Associated Press

DES MOINES, lowa

‘Hundreds of crop specialists from around
the world are gathering in the heart of the
Corn Belt to raise questions rather than look
for answers o problems ranging from world
hunger to environmental change.

Scientists attending the First Internation-
al Crop Science Congress will discuss global
farm issues in broad terms during the meet-
ing Tuesday through July 22.

Special committees “are to look at some

of these problems and lay out an agenda for
the next decade to get their teeth inte,” said
Kenneth Frey, an agronomy professor at
Iowa State University and conference
president.

Participants will address challenges such
as coping with a changing environment, feed-
ing a growing world population and reducing
reliance on farm chemicals.

They also will wrestle with such issues as
intellectual property rights — who controls
information to make plants more productive

and more nutritious. And there are procedur-
al questions: Who sets international research
priorities? Who pays? How do they encour-
age cooperation on a global or regional
basis?

“Many other professions, like genetics
and horticulture, have had international con-
ferences for years and years. This is the first
one in crop science — everything that has to
do with crop-based agriculture. That’s where
all food begins,” Frey said.

More than 1,600 people from 83 countries

are registered for the conference at Iowa
State’s Ames campus, about 30 miles north of
Des Moines.

Highlights include the announcement of
the winner of the 1992 World Food Prize, a
$200,000 award for improving the quality,
quantity or availability of food.

Oscar Arias, former president of Costa
Rica and a recipient of the Nobel Peace
Prize in 1887, will speak at a banquet July
20.

Each of the “working groups” that will

develop recommendations for future re-
search will have one leader from a develop-
ing country and one from a developed nation.

A second congress has yet to be sched-
uled, although India has extended an infor-
mal invitation for a 1996 meeting. Frey said
he is locking beyond meetings every few
years.

“I sincerely hope that by 15 years from
now this becomes an international society

Plane and simple

Participants in the Flying Aces Nationals
rubber band-powered airplane competition
launch their craft during a weekend heat at

The Associated Press

the National Warplane Museum grounds in
Geneseo, N.Y. Designers and builders vie for
the honor for the longest airborne flight.

instead of a congress,” he said.

Trial might reopen debate
on CIA’s Iran-Contra role

The Washington Post

WASHINGTON

The Iran-Contra cover-up trial of
Clair E. George, former CIA deputy
director for operations, might put the
spotlight on past congressional testi-
mony -about the role of the CIA, par-
ticularly its director, Robert M.
Gates, in the scandal.

Gates, during his confirmation
hearings last year, faced extensive
critical questioning about his appar-
ent lack of knowledge of key events in
the secret sale of arms to Iran to help
gain release of U.S. hostages in Leba-
non and the use of profits from that
sale for covert arms shipmeants to the
Nicaraguan Contra rebels at a time
when U.S. military aid to the Contras
was banned by Congress.

As the scandal became public in
late 1986, Gates was the No. 2 man at’
the CIA under then-Director Biil
Casey.

George was chief of CIA covert
operations from 1984 through 1987, a
time that coincides with the main
events of the Iran-Contra affair. In
1986, as the scandal was unfolding,
George ranked just under Gates.

George is charged with nine
counts of lying and obstructing con-
gressional and grand jury inquiries
into the scandal.

Jury selection for George’s trial is
scheduled to begin today. Gates is one
of 39 potential witnesses named in a
questionnaire drawn up for prospec-
tive jurors and released Friday.

One of the counts against George
is that he directed a subordinate, Alan
D. Fiers Jr., to withhold certain infor-
mation from the Senate Foreign Rela-
tions Committee when it met Oct. 10,
1986, to inquire into the downing of a
Contra resupply airplane over
Nicaragua.

Presecutors working for indepen-
dent counsel Lawrence E. Walsh, ac-
cording to court documents, might
use the transcript of Gates’s 1986 con-
gressional testimony “to refresh or
impeach the knowledge of Mr. Gates
were he to testify” in the George trial.

Other prospective witnesses in the
George trial could reopen questions
about how much the CIA knew about
the Iran-Contra operations.

Fiers, who is expected to be a key
government witness against George,

was the former chief of the CIA’s
Central American Task Force during
the mid-1980s. He pleaded guilty in
July 1991 to withholding from Con-
gress information about arming the
Contras.

Also scheduled as a potential wit-
ness is former CIA director William
H. Webster. Webster became director
in late 1986 after Gates, who had been
nominated for the post by then-Presi-
dent Reagan, withdrew his name in
the face of Senate opposition because
of the Iran-Contra affair.

Webster later supervised an inter-
nal review of the CIA’s role in the
scandal and disciplined several offi-
cials, including Fiers. George retired
in 1987 before the Webster inquiry
was concluded.

Another prospective witness is
Richard Secord, a retired Air Force
major general who supervised the co-
vert arms sales under the direction of
White House aide Oliver North. North
also might testify.

George is charged with obstruct-
ing earlier congressional investiga-
tions by denying he had knowledge of
Secord’s activities.

U.S., inches toward metric switch

Seattle Times

When Boeing’s space-station mod-
ule is launched later this decade and
links up with companion modules
from Europe and Japan, the resuit
will be a demonstration not just of
international cooperation, but also of
U.S. stubbornness.

The measurements, fasteners and
instruments on the U.S. portion of the
space station will be based on the
inch-pound-gallon system.

. The European and Japanese lab
sections and Canadian robot arm will
be built to metric measurements.

The space station is a particularly

glaring example of how U.S. insis-
tence on ignoring the metric system
creates problems in a competitive,
cooperative world.

This fall, however, government
agencies are taking a quiet step to-
ward change. In response to a 1988
bill and amendment that passed Con-
gress in January with hardly a whis-
per, the agencies are to begin convert-
ing to the metric system Oct. 1.

Don’t seramble for a meter stick
yet. Residents will see.the kind of
evolutionary change that took place
during the past 15 years, when more
and more. products have been con-

verted to metric measures to meet
foreign competition and government
urging.

The 1988 Omnibus Trade and
Competitiveness Act calls metric
“the preferred system of weights and
measures” and orders federal agen-
cies to begin conversion by Oct. 1.

Private industry, pressed by for-
eign competition, has been quietly
changing.

Medicine containers, film, cam-
eras, photo copiers, bicycles, skis, li-
quor, wine and military ammunition
use metric measurements. So do the
Olympic Games.

The Associated Press

PETERSTOWN, W.Va.

A half-dozen young men traded the treacherous
environment of inner-city Washington, D.C., for the
wilds of West Virginia, where they put their energies

“into improving a trout stream.

“Working here, we get to learn how to dodge cows
instead of Uzis,” Rodney Stull, a member of the Earth
Conservation Corps, said.

The corps comprises residents of the mostly low-
income Anacostia neighborhood in the nation’s capital.

D.C. young men fix rural trout stream

They were chosen from among applicants ages 19 te
23 who were interested in the environment, willing to
work and free of any criminal record.

Funded by Coors Brewing Co.’s Pure Water 2,000
conservation fund, the corps provides each participant
with a $1,500 scholarship and a $100 weekly stipend.

The group spent 10 days fixing -ereded stream
banks, building small dams, installing foot bridges and
repairing fences along a mile-long catch-and-release
segment of a creek reserved for fly fishing.

It was the group’s second project.
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PAID POLITICAL ADVERTISEMENT

ROSS PEROT FOR PRESIDENT

FREE bumper stickers and campaign buttons. Only two
stickers and two buttons per person. Free biography
included. Send self-addressed business envelope with

Perot For President
P.O. Box 213
Folly Beach, S.C. 29439
HOTE: Stickers have special glue that will allsw easy peeling wher we have wen in

November. Not connected with the Perst Campaign in any way. I just like Ross.
Paid For By Gerald Fechter
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79 WHOLE HOUSE. REG.*122°
*39 ANY 2 ROOMS. REG. 60"
CALL 781-9588

ft. considered multiple rooms.

CARPET CLEANING SALE

Brighten your home with fresh. clean carpet. Our powerful truck-
mounted unit.deep cleans and dries quickly.

Extra charge for fabric protection. Sale ends July 25th.
*Living room. dining room. hall and traffic areas in 3 bedrooms.
*Combination living/dining rooms and rooms more than 250 sq.
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Cherry Finish

Hours Mon-Sat 10-6
919 Gervais St.
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Whirlpool DesignerStyle™

Room Air Condiiioner

<=
/== Whirlpool

Model ACQ102XW

- 10.000 BTU/Hr. Cooling
Capacity

- 9.0 Energy Efficiency Rating

- Dual Flow 12-way Air Direction
Control

- INSTA-MOUNT ™ Easy Instaliation
« Up-Front Removable Air Filter

» 115 Volt Fast Plug-in Operation

Whirlpool DesignerStyie™
Room Air Conditioner 5
Model ACQI84XY $
- 48,000/417.800 BTU/Hr. Cooling
Capacity :
+ 9.0 Energy Efficiency Raiing

« Energy Saver Conirol

- Top Mount Temperaiure Conirols

<>
‘Whirlpeol

Whirlpoo! “Why Fry?” Sale Ends Soon.

-Fri. 8:30-7:00
9:30-5:00

AUTHORIZED
SALES & SERVICE

Mon..
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Whn’ipcol Room Air Conditioner

Air Conditioner Mocel ACQOB2XW

* 8,000 BTU/Hr Cooling Capacity ® 3-Speed Fan

® 9.0 Energy Efiiciency Rating ® Fan Only Setting

© Dua! Flew 12-Way Air Direction Control © Adjusiable Tharmostat

@ iINSTA-MOUNT Easy Instaliation * COMFOR D#® Corvrol

& Up Front Rernovable Air Filter

* 115 Volt Fast Piug-in Gperation

» Top Mourit
Temperature
Cor

# Side-Out Chassis

!' Servzce is the ¥

' T of our business.
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