Fhotos by Danwel RosembaumThe Washington Times

-agle-eyed Twan Wood, 19, takes a look yesterday. He took part in an Earth Conservation Corps project to help eaglets return to the wild.
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he four baby balc—i

l \ eagles spent the

lact five weeks he.
ing fed and grow-
ing feathers, se-
cure 1n 3 box that
was built highin a
ree in the National Arboretum.

And while they did, the voung
nen who were watching and car-

ng fur them grew jealous. For a

“At hirst, we didn't like 1t be-
atse the birds were getting all
e attention,” saild Roman Jones,
) one of the caretakers for the
nrds. "Alter three weeks, though
ve started hiking them and
tarted taking care of them.”

The release yesterday of two
it the 12-week-old eagles — the
ther two had managed to get out
n their own and take flight ear-
ier this week — marked the cli-
nax of the project to reintro-
luce the majestic birds to
Vashington.

The eagles are the first to fly
ree 1n the nation's capital in SO
edl's, said Bob Nixon, director
f the Earth Conservation Corps
1°C'C), which sponsors the pro-
ram and the youths. He said the
roup hopes the birds will re-
win in the Arboretum or the

urrounding region. .
“This is definitely a risk, but

s a program we thought we
hould try.” said Mr. Nixon, refer-
ing to setting the birds free 1n
n urban area.

“We felt we should have our
ation’s bird living in the nation’s
apital." he said.

The area's climate and re-
ources could easily support the
aples, said Mr. Nixon.

“There are 444 acres iIn the
rbhoretum. I think they can live
ere’” he said. The nearby Anu-
ustia River is also expected to

Going where
eagies dare
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Workers go to release the eaglets from a cage at the Arbbreturn

be attractive to the birds, who
can catch lish there.

The birds will be a symbol of
“the promise of habitat restora:
tion and the can-do spirit of our
inner-city youth,” according
the 15CC, a teaching program
that provides at-risk Anacostia
youths with training in natural
resources.

“It taught me a lot ... going
from the neighborhood to go
work with birds,” said Mr. Jones.
“There's a lot more to life than
messing around in the neighbor-
hood.”

He added. *“People in my
neighborhood don't even know
what an eagle looks like. You ask
them which bird is on the side of
a mail truck and they couldn't
tell you.”

Twan Wood, 19, said the sup-
port of the ECC staff along with
the rare opportunity to work
with the birds kept him inter-
ested in the program.

“It was smooth sailing. There
the people we're around,” he
said. “It's like hanging out with
your buddies and doing some-
thing positive.”

During the past month, the
youths In the program spent at
least eight hours each day feed-
ing and monitoring the birds,
sald Mr. Jones.

The eagles were locked in a
120-square-foot box, 60 feet up in
a cottonwood tree i1n mid-June
and fed fresh fish that was deliv-
ered to their aerie from the
ground with a pulley system.

The pulley was operated from
a blind hidden from the view of
the eaglets, said William Coates,
24, who is the leader of the other
s1X youths.

“It's been good working with
the birds every day and watching
them grow and want to fly.
They're our national bird"” he
said.
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